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The	Mediterranean	MPA	system	



All	MPAs	and	OECMs:	7.14	%	

Na=onal	designa=ons:	1.60	%	

No-go,	no-take,	no-fishing:	0.04	%	
(in	MPAs	and	na=onal	fisheries	reserves)	

Mediterranean	
sea	

1,231	MPAs	and	OECMs	covering	179,798	km2	

Largely	coastal	and	European	
Mostly	cover	shallow	waters	

Few	management	plans		
Lack	permanent	staff	
Insufficient	funds	
Weak	enforcement	
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Policy-Management	Interface	

Updated	Roadmap	(new	axis	on	climate	
change)	from	2016	onwards	

Global	CC	strategy	involving	regional	
partners	for	the	Mediterranean	is	led	by	
IUCN	-	Med	
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The	Mediterranean	MPA	system	



Priori=es:	Invest	on	good	
management	

	

Reinforce	highly	protected	areas	(increase	coverage	of	no-take	
zones	to	2%	especially	in	key	func7onal	areas	–	Carbon	
sequestra7on	habitats	and	sinks)	and	create	new	MPAs	in	the	
Open	Sea	
	
Provide	long-term	resources	for	MPA	management	
(enforcement	of	regula7ons	including)	at	local	level	(sufficient	
human,	material	and	financial)	
	
Ensure	long-term	MPA	capacity-building	and	networking	at	
Mediterranean	level	
 



Next	priori=es:	Healthy	Seas	as	driver	
for	economies	

Create	win-win	rela=onships	of	MPAs	with	decision-makers,	donors	and	
private	sector	(including	on	Blue	Carbon	and	sustainable	financing	
products)	to	respond	to	pressures	beyond	MPA	borders	
	
Consider	MPAs	as	main	tool	to	protect	natural	capital	(enhancing	
habitats	resilience	to	support	key	species	popula7ons)	to	reach	
sustainability	targets	within	Marine	Spa=al	Planning	&	ICZM	processes	
	
Develop	the	role	of	MPAs	as	a	marine	spa=al	management	tool	in	
suppor=ng	ecosystem-based	adapta=on	and	mi=ga=on	to	climate	
change	
	
Support	the	Mediterranean	MPA	Trust	Fund:	call	for	more	countries	to	
be	involved	
	
	



Selec=on	of	Sites	and	Strategy	for	
building	the	project	

§  Criteria	for	site	selec=on?	
§  In	an	MPA	
§  exis=ng	management	plan	and	or	field	staff,	
§  presence	of	no-go/no-take/no-fishing	zone,	
§  %	of	MPA	with	blue	carbon	opportunity	(at	least	xx%	or	at	least	

xx	km2	covered),	
§  ongoing	T°	monitoring,	
§  …?	
	

	
	



Selec=on	of	Sites	and	Strategy	for	
building	the	project	

	
Words	of	cau7on:	
	
Ø Centralise	exis7ng	data	on	habitat	mapping	before	undertaking	new	campaigns	
for	data	acquisi7on	(in	open	access)	
Ø Ensure	benthic	habitat	mapping	is	shared	with	regional	GIS	databases	that	are	not	
just	project	databases	(eg.	MAPAMED)	using	INSPIRE	standard	
Ø Stock-take	on	other	projects	at	regional	level	re	habitats,	CC,	Blue	Carbon,	socio-
ecosystems,	PPP…	
Ø Ensure	research	feeds	into	objec7ves	of	Interna7onal	Conven7ons,	Regional	
policies,	Na7onal	poli7cs	and	legal	frameworks	
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Main	objec=ve	of	the	network	

Promote	exchanges	between	MPA	
managers	to	improve	MPA	
management	efficiency	

MISSION	
Promote,	through	a	partnership	approach,	the	

sustainability	and	opera7on	of	a	network	of	Marine	
Protected	Areas	in	the	Mediterranean	which	are	

ecologically	representa7ve,	connected	and	effec7vely	
managed	to	help	reduce	the	current	rate	of	marine	

biodiversity	loss	

In	the	framework	of	interna7onal	agreements	and	regional	
policies:	

CBD	(Aïchi	targets),	UN	SDG	14,	UNFCCC	,	Barcelona	
Conven>on,	European	direc>ves		

	
	



The	MedPAN	network	
	
•  65	members,	41	partners,	18	

countries	
	
•  Represent110	MPAs	

•  Secretariat	of	7	persons	in	Marseille	

•  Governance:	Board	of	Directors,	
Scien7fic	CommiMee,	Advisory	
CommiMee	

	
•  Strategic	partnerships	(RACSPA,	IUCN,	

WWF,	GFCM…)	
	
•  Main	donors:	

	



MedPAN	ac=vi=es	

Improve	
knowledge	

Share	experience	&	
build	capaci=es	

Communicate	and	
promote	

MPA	Forum	and	2020	
Roadmap	

Support		financing	(Trust	
Fund,	small	projects)	



Thank	you	!	
	

www.medpan.org	
medpan@medpan.org	


